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SECRET 

PAGE 01 BONN 16785 140754Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 PM-05 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 
DODE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-01 ICA-11 /062W 

005490 151322Z/43 

R 131755Z SEP 78 
EM AMEMBASSY BONN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1846 
INFO AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
AMCONSUL LENINGRAD 
AMCONSUL MUNICH 
USMISSION USNATO 
USMISSION USBERLIN 
USNMR SHAPE 

SECRETBONN 16785 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, US, GW 

SUBJECT: SUCCESSOR TO AMBASSADOR FALIN 

REES (A) BONN 16487 
(B) BONN 14989 

1 . DURING THE COURSE OE A SEPTEMBER 12 CALL BY THE 
DCM, EOREIGN OFFICE POLITICAL DIRECTOR BLECH SAID THE 
SOVIETS HAD STILL NOT REQUESTED AGREMENT FOR A SUCCES- 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 BONN 16785 140754Z 

SOR TO FALIN THOUGH LAPIN REMAINS THE MOST FREQUENTLY 
MENTIONED CHOICE. 

2. BLECH SAID A SOVIET JOURNALIST HERE, WHO SOMETIMES 
SERVES AS AN UNOFEICIAL CHANNEL FOR HIGH-LEVEL SOVIET 
VIEWS, HAD SAID NO DECISION WOULD BE MADE ON AN 
AMBASSADOR UNTIL AFTER THE HESSE ELECTION. THE SOVIETS 
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APPEAR TO ATTACH GREAT IMPORTANCE TO THE STATE ELEC- 
TION AND BLECH CITED THEIR POSTPONEMENT OE ERG-USSR 
POLITICAL DIRECTOR CONSULTATIONS (REE A, PARA 10) IN 
THIS REGARD. BLECH SPECULATED THAT THE SOVIETS MIGHT 
BE PREPARING EOR A LAME DUCK GOVERNMENT AS A RESULT OE 
HESSE AND THAT THEY WOULD WISH TO APPOINT, OR AT LEAST 
INSTRUCT, THEIR NEW AMBASSADOR ACCORDINGLY. HE WAS 
UNSURE, AS ARE WE, AS TO HOW THE SOVIETS WOULD REACT 
TO SUCH A CHANGED POLITICAL SITUATION. 

STOESSEL 


SECRET 


NNN 
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